
Mellody 
Hobson 
Co-Chief Executive Officer, President and Director, Ariel 
Investments, LLC 

 

AGE

54 
DIRECTOR SINCE 

2005 
CHAIR SINCE

2021 

FAVORITE DRINK 

Pike Place® Roast, black* 

INDEPENDENT 

COMMITTEES 
Š None 

SKILLS 

BRD CSR DIV FIN

GOV PUB SNR

OTHER PUBLIC BOARDS WITHIN 
THE PAST FIVE YEARS 
Š JPMorgan Chase & Co. (since 2018) 
Š The Estée Lauder Companies Inc. 

(2005-2018) 

OTHER AFFILIATIONS 
Š Co-Chair of the Lucas Museum of 

Narrative Arts 
Š Chairman of After School Matters, 

which provides Chicago teens with 
high quality out-of-school time 
programs 

Š Board of Governors’ Executive 

Committee of the Investment 
Company Institute 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 

MELLODY HOBSON has served as chair of the board of Starbucks since 2021 and served as 
vice chair of Starbucks for almost three years before assuming that role. Ms. Hobson has 
served as Co-CEO, President, and Director of Ariel Investments, LLC (“Ariel Investments”), 
an investment management firm, since 2019. She previously served as President of Ariel 
Investments from 2000 to 2019. In addition, she serves as President and Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the Ariel Investment Trust, a registered investment company advised 
by Ariel Investments. She previously served as Senior Vice President and Director of 
Marketing at Ariel Capital Management, Inc. from 1994 to 2000, and as Vice President of 
Marketing at Ariel Capital Management, Inc. from 1991 to 1994. 

RELEVANT SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE 

As an executive and a director of a large 
investment company, Ms. Hobson has 
significant leadership, operational, 
investment, and financial expertise. She 
brings a strong investor perspective to the 
boardroom and infuses discussions with 
insights from a shareholder, capital 
markets, and capital allocation lens. Earlier 
in her career, Ms. Hobson was an on-air CBS 
news contributor and analyst on finance 
and the economy, which provided insight 
into media, communications, and public 
relations considerations. Ms. Hobson also 

brings valuable knowledge of corporate 
governance and similar issues from her 
service on other publicly traded 
companies’ boards of directors as well as 
her work with the Investment Company 
Institute’s Board of Governors’ and her 
prior service on the SEC Investment 
Advisory Committee. In addition, 
Ms. Hobson has brand marketing 
experience through her past service on the 
Boards of Directors of The Estée Lauder 
Companies Inc. and DreamWorks 
Animation SKG. 

* Pike Place is a registered trademark of The Pike Place Market PDA, used under license. 




